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@ * @/ Regources for Guiding Early Childhood Practices

* Welcome to the Growing Ideas Toolkit, a compilation of resources designed to guide
inclusive early childhood practices. In this kit are quick reference tip sheets on many
relevant topics related to early childhood care and education. This
resource kit was developed based on evidence that quality
inclusive care and education can only happen if there is a
foundation of high-quality, regular education practices
(Sandall & Schwartz, 2002). Each sheet is designed to
be a starting point, providing basic topical information
and pointing the reader to some of the best sources
of extended information on the topic. Topics include:
developmentally appropriate practice, universal design,
behavior, assessment basics, and more.
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The University of Maine Center for Community Inclusion and Disability Studies, Maine's University ®
Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research, and Service (UCEDD), is
a partnership of people that brings together the resources of the community and the University to
enhance the lives of individuals with disabilities and their families. We achieve our mission through
interdisciplinary education, research, community service, and dissemination of information that
reflect culturally competent attitudes and practices. As agents for social change, we believe in
self-determination and advocacy for people with disabilities, and we are committed to community
inclusion, interdependence, and the recognition of each person’s ability to contribute to society.

x

The Center for Community Inclusion and Disability Studies is part of a National Network of UCEDDs
established by the Developmental Disabilities Act of 2000, and sponsored by the Administration on
Developmental Disabilities, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

The Center for Community Inclusion and Disability Studies engages in a wide range of activities related

to early childhood including: graduate study in early intervention; research, evaluation, and policy analysis
related to early care and early education for all children; parent and professional education; and materials
development and dissemination. The Center for Community Inclusion and Disability Studies Early
Childhood Team is available to provide technical assistance to early childhood and school settings, to help
programs support all children. Technical assistance may include telephone, on-line, or on-site consultation,
staff development, and training activities. Call 866/230-4520 (Voice/TTY) for further information or

visit the Center for Community Inclusion and Disability Studies Early Childhood website for on-line, early
childhood education resources at http://www.ccids.umaine.edu/ec.
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1226 (Voice/TTY). This publication is available in alternate formats to accommodate the needs of
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